The new kids on the block

EMERGING BRANDS

Simon de Burton
on some of the big
names to arrive

in recent years

Sales of luxury wristwatches
are at an all-time high, s0 it
{s hardly surprising that the
mall-eall of dlal names
lengthens every vear ag old
makes are revived and
entirely new ones are estab-
lished. But with an estl-
mated  350-plus  quality
brands already competing
for sales, any fresh arrivals
need to really stand oot
Here are a few "pew klds an
the block” purporting to
offer something a little dif-
ferent,

Bremont; The first
Bremont watches only went
on sale in July, but already
the British-based company
has attracted the backing of
luxury goods gurus Robert
Bensoussan, {who developead
the Jimmy Choo brand) and
John Awton, codounder of
Links of London, Founded
by display pilot brothers
Nick and Giles Engliah,
Bremont offers six types of
aviation-inspired, chronome-
ter-certified timepleces,
Among limited editions
plammed for next yesr is &
waich containing compo-
nents made from parts of &
Spitfire 'aircraft (£1,950-
£3.0950). www. bremont.com

Dent: Edward Dent was
one of the greatest watch
and clockmakers of the 19th
ceptury, He was: most
famous for creating the
mechanism Enown  as Big
Ben, which drives the clock
at the Palace of Westmin-
gter: The name was revived
this year by a small consor-
tim of British basinessmen
whio have created an initial
two Iines of Dent waiches
c¢allpd Parliament and Minis-
fry. The design of the former
5 inspired by the ook of Big
Ben while the latter is simi-
lar in appearance to an origi-
nal Dent ship's chronomster
(EH.000 - £250000 www.dent-
watches.com

Manometro: The name
means. "pressure gauge” in
Italian, and that is just what
these watches designed by
Ginliano Mazzucli are sup-
posad o look like, Mr Magz-
suoli launched the range in
2 and it quickly atiracted

a cult following, Now an ™“S8"
version of the watch made
from carbon Obre and tita-
pium has been introduced,
as well as a chrobograph
and a Umited edition in rose
gold., The latest model o
Joln the lne-up is the Conta-
girl, which 1s stvied to
resemble the rev counter: of
the new Alia Romeo 8C
supercar (£1,800-£13.0007,
wernt sulianomazzuoll.com
Backes and  Stranss:
Founded in 1788, Backes and
Slrauss i= the world's oldest
diamoid company — but it
paly made {te first watch 12
months ago. The Tirm's
movemenis aro manufac-
tured by Franck Muller, with
the main feature of the three
Backes dnd Sirauss walch
eollections (Regant, Berkeley
and Pleecadilly) being that
they are:-all meticulously
gem set with varving quanti-
tes of hand-cut diamonds,
The most valuable ereation
to date 4s 8 cneoff model
called the Roval Berkeley
that costs E675.000, Entiy-
level watches start at 24,5600,
wirw backesandstraties com

Cool runnings

It-was in 2002 that former
financier Jorn Werdelin and
his business partner Morten
Lipde, a leading Danish
designer, decided to start a
watch brand with a
difference,

Both passionate skiars,
they wanted to market an
elegant; sports-crientated
mechanical watch that could
also serve as & platform for
a clip-on, glectropic data
instrument capable of
regording: everything from [
altitudes to temperatures
with the information being
downioadable through a PC
irmerface;

Their ¥ision became a8
reality exactly a year ago
when the first Linde
Werdelin watches: and
"Instruments" went on sale
— but Mr Werdelin admits
that getting the product on
the market was not easy.

"We could write & book
abo the difficulties of
creating the brand, which

ranged from getting the
watch and -the instrument to |
work fogether o just raisng
awareness about what we
were doing among people
who might be willing o

spend £3.000 on a watch

Inventive: Jorm Weardalin and
Morten Linde

- but who only know of the
| well-known makes. The

resources and effort
requlred to. bulld the
cofnpany from scratch have
been |mmense and | Would
really not recommend
aryone o put themselvas
throtgh it, but from our
paoirt of view thera is
nothing else we would rather
be dolng.”

Mew, hawever, the: Linda
Werdsalin Biformeter and its
accompanying Instrument is
selling in several countries,
Sales to places as dhverse as
Paru and New Zealand have
bean dealt with direck from
the brand’s Londan
headguarters, which cllents
can also visit (by
appointment) B view: the
rangs. This week a specia
wersion of the watch called
the Trigon went on sale on
the luxury e-tzliing site
wiww 20td comy Just 22
examples of the Trigon ara
avallable at a price of
£4.200, including the
jnstrument.

To learn mare abolt
Linde Werdslin walchas and
the capabifities of the
high-tech instrument, see
woarw Jindewerdelincom

TW Steel; This new,
Dutchhased brand is quite
shamelezsly jumping on the
big wateh bandwagon. Meas-
uring up to Simm in diame-
tor, most have quartz move-
ments, although the Gran-
deur Swiss Edition 1is
mechanically-powered.
Intended for people who do
not want to wear their
expensive Paneral while
dovwn at the beach or playing
gport {(E175-£595) www.iws-
teel.com

Vogard: The USP of this
traveller's fimepiece is that
it i8 the first watch that can
be instantly adjusted to a
different time’ zone by sim-
ply twisting the bezel - the
action causes the hour hand
fo reset itself to show the
time at whichever destina-
tion ¢ity engraved on the
bezel is:alipoed with 132
o'clock. The basic "Business
Difficer” wversion shows 24
city names while the “Super
Traveller” shows 38, Special
models are also available,
guch as the Bogey Golfer,
which iz engraved with 24 of
the world's top courses: Bez-
els ean also be made to order
at extra cost (£3,000-214,000),
WWW, Vogand,com

Villemont; The first Ville
mont watches appedred in
2004 and eschewed mechani-
cal complication for an
exceptional level of finish.
This sumimer the dompany
merged with -another ¥oung
brand., Amumdsen Oslo. The
first product of the collzbo-
ration is an all-new -watch
called the Solar MNavigator,
which incorporates &
mechanical system that
dllows the wearer to find the
current compass position of
the sun by aligning a red
arrow with the time, The
watch also has a mechanical
alarm (24, 500-£10, 006,
www villemont.ch

Volna: Entirely Swiss-
made, despite being named
after the Russian word for
"wave", the waiches are
inspired by Soviet subma-
rines. They demonstrate
their underwater credentials
by having exireme water-
proofing features such as
distinetive, left-mounted
double crowns and "security
indicators”. The first collec-
tion iz called Typhoon (afier
a ballistic missile subma-
rineg), measures 46.5 mm in
dinmeter and is available in
three different wversions in
atoel or titanium {(from about

EsEEEsEEEEEEEEE———————— £ ({0} wrerw volnawatches.com



