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Inspired by bis Alfa Romeo racing days, Giuliano Mazzuoli bas turned his
hand to making watches with a stamp of originality, says Claire Adler

he Former racing driver, slationery
i« sigmer and now maverick watchmaker
Giuliano Mazeuoli seems 1o be s.|;|||-='l|:'.i||5_l|
of an expert at career changing, But w ith
his relaxed ltalian -1_1."|n'. white 1|-.'.-1_Ll'.'u'r stubhble and
tibeer ||ilr'| Costume Mational trainers, he's I.|lc|||§l1 it
all in his stride
5 E1|,|ri-'| with an inmat passion lear ||-.'.--|l:||.

"'4141? .l'l.l':lh 15 & Crealor « 'I I"l'ul'.'.l'.l'.ll |||||.I \.'|'||:_'I|||.'l| ':'I?'i'.".'l.?'\-
rather than a baesinessman — as |:-|'u'\-'.'.|||.1|:-]:-' -:l|||_|. a
former racing driver can afford 1o be.

In the |||:'-|'.|r_l. of the H|||5'||lh|r: il|:-:I_-.' Haotel, Mazzuoli
aned his fresh-faced son Emiliano show me the newest
% wllection of Contagiri watc hes. Mazzuoli's first watch,

the Manometro, resembled the [pressure mages founed in

racing cars, Mow his newest offer ill.:-:l_. the bold and beautitul
'['lu'.l.l;_\_[lr 1, |x'r.1||.- I||-.' rev dolinlet -:I|I1J||.' mew 150 300 curo
limited edition Alfa Romeo Super Car. Even the watch's crafted
leather box echoes its bonnet and seats, With clean b woud losoks,

--||'|:. o hand 1o tell the time, nifty mechanisms sure to be loved
||:| g junkics and three international patents, the Ci MtAgiTi spins
the traditional method of reading the tme on its head.

Ower three years in the making, there's not a pusher or a crown
in sight. A lever built into the side of the watch which you pull ow
with a fingernail and |'|'|||| again sets the watch into gear, allow ing you
o change the time. The retrograde dial in the form of an incomplete
circle means at 12 o'clock the watch’s only hand jumps back 1o zero at
an acvelerated speed.

Mazzuoli's link-up with the Super Car came about when Mazuoli
spotted Al Romeno boss Lapo Elkann on Ttalian TV wearing one ol his
watches, He contacted him and they soon started l:-||.L|If‘-I'-IIII1;_,_' on the
e l|'|1.'|:;'_i'|'i |‘:l|':lil.'l. t.

“When | raced Alla Romeos in the seventies, the rev counter in
the= Alfa Bomeo GT evoked the most |:-|nn'|'|'||| ermotions in :nl."',m:.h
Mazzuoli. *I think |5«'r||5|-.' will .Lll.'..'._'.n appreciad :~i|||||'.i.|. ity hecause
\il'l'l'_'l“l.ll._'. is the most dillicult element in 1|-."-|E_J_||.II

The |1i:._l\_'".|_ atter our meeting, the afficial ['I.II|1.|-_:_\I_i|'i launch at Fulham

E restaurant Bibendum sees the venue fronted by a h|'|'.||iﬂ|_1 red Alfa Romeo
Mazrucli . L

Mokina Super Car and torch lames to welcome guests. Inside, journalists and
fountain . = i
pens loval male and female customers — one is passing through London



specially for the party on the way
I [HTE

back to MewYork from the Cannes
Film Festival aned high |||--|||-.'
laothall agrent Kia Jie wakschian
all ||||||£_|-.' in the Crampany of a
]'ll.'l'l-lll mance  artist interpreting
Mazzucli's 'Il.'.‘-i:;_\'_ll‘- an paper, using
a mosdest |'lfl.u' of charcoal.

But lor all the media blite and overt -:||-|1:.|:. al Mazruali's '_._'|||-|'|'._|
this watchmaker is a rather r'rl.-l.'llliuLml:_' lellow, When he first went ta
Mew York to try to sell the quirky notehooks he had de signed — with
a choice of wavy or . shligque: lines instead of straight ones

Modern Art wanted 10,000 of them and an American department

I Wik naal

sefore he had a choice to make, The she p at the Muscum of

stare was abaut to |:-|-I< ¢ an order for 100,000, “Evervone started

laughing when they saw those notebooks. 1 think they made the

warldest |'ll.'l>|'l||.' in the world ::||-.'"| recalls Mazeuoli,
vz “The

wing the mass market opportunity for

5till in Mew York, he excitedly |:-||-:-||-.'-.| his wile, savi
MOMA wants 10,0007, jo

III"\-‘:II.'

gns, instead embracing the excitement and pres associated

wiith exclusi ity,

This is Ty i al Marzueli, *The Giuliano Mazzuoli brand could be 50
times more successful than it 5%, maintains lji|,|-|-|'||'u- Ferro, London
based fellow Italian and Mazzuoli's UK distributor, *After four years
of the Giuliano Mazzuoli watches, we have 12 retailers in Italy and we
have turned down 23, In the UK, we have under 10, We are o

tor have the watches sitting alongside the very best brands in the watch

business — at Pisa Orologeria in Milan, Hausmann in Rome, Cellini in

Mew Yark, ( .I"""|1"'l|1-1l'~lll.l in Paris and the Waich Gallery in London’s
Fulhar. [ think the design's simplicity has been the appeal of the

watches in an overcrowded market ™

That Mazzuoli has recently taken to desigming watches Feels almast

| think people will always appreciate
simplicity because simplicity is the most
difficult element in design

incidental. Admittedly, his ancestors made clocks in Tuscany and even

tlesigned the dock tower in the vills

where Mazrooli still lives today,

anl he surely developed a sensibility towards mechanics at his first job
in his grandfathers bioycle shop.
& t
But it's Mazzuclis fun-lov nig pen in the Form of a coffee maker thai

can be found in the display cases at Mew Yorks Museum of Modern

Art, The ather pens he has made are all inspired |:-_-. workshop tor
Mazwsoli is more a collector of cars than watches — he has cight Alfa
Romieos l|-.|L.||_EI_ from 1967 to 1972 — and he makes a point of .1'.-.-Il:|'.II:__I
watch magazines for [ear o I:"""i:- inluenced |;_|. other :IL-:,i_._{n;._

"'-1.'- love for watches started relatively recent |_1.- It wasn't part of
my j-.':-II'I|I", he HAVE “But our family paper buisiness was focused on

printing and advertising other people’s products, It made me want

to create my own product, The most difficult thing about making a
watch was to come up with '-.|:|1'|-.'I|n||; that was not just another Oy

of what was out there alreads. 1 wanted \xn"n-l;hllu_l with a strong,

LIl I'.'.I |1l\.'1"\- N

S0, what next? “I've never been fixated on -CII'IU:IIiII'_: fivrever”, says
Mazrzwoli. “My pr oblem is a lack of time to realise all Iy ideas, as
opposed to a lack of ideas”, ||'.||1i1|l:: at some innovative sunglasses he's
been quietly working an.

His som lacks on proudly, but not without reservation, *My father
came across some book [ |.'|Ei--|||"_lL in 5_:';,-,-,.-. and 1 don't krnenw ||-:.-.-.I

but he has managed to find an original way for them to work, But for
: :

nosw, | want him to stay focused an the watches", he smiles, ®



